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I
that on further consideration the reviewer will seo that the facts which he has brought together do not support his conclusions.
I avail myself, further, of this opportunity of referring to a suggestive paper by Mr, BF. G. Batt, on tho Corruption of Christianity by Paganism, Cwntempnmry Pwicu; March 1870, and of quoting his remarks on the phallic character of the columns used by the 'pillared saints.'
* One of the most extraordinary accommodations of heathen ideas to corrupt Christianity is the now obsolete form of asceticism, introduced by Simon Stylites in the neighbourhood of Antioch, nrnl very popular during the last age of the Roman empire. We are told by Lucian in his interesting treaiiso on the Syrian goddess, that in Hierapolis on the Euphrates there stood a renowned temple of the Assyrian Juno, in front of which two columns, each thirty cubits high, were set up in the shape of phalli. u Now it was tho annual custom for a priest to climb to tho top of one of these pillars by the aid of a cord drawn round the column and his own body, in the same manner as the gatherers of dates ascend their palm-trees. And the reason of his going up is thin, that most people think that from this height he converse** with tho gocls, and asks blessings for all Syria. He remains there, seven clays, drawing up his food by a rope. The pilgrims bring some gold and silver, and others brass money, which they lay down before him, while another priest repeats their names to him, upon which ho prays for each offerer by name, ringing a bell as ho does so. Ho nover Bleeps, for if he did it is said that a scorpion would bite him. Moreover, this temple exhales a most delightful perfume like that of Arabia, which never leaves the garments of such as approach it," Now with the classical author's account compare the narrativo of Kvagrius four centuries later. " Simon of holy memory originated (?) the contrivance of stationing himself on the top of a column forty cubits high, where, placed between earth and heaven, he holds communion with God, and unites in praises with the angels, from earth offering his intercessions on behalf of men, and from heaven drawing down upon them the divine favour/' *
In other words, the so-called Christian practice wag indubitably heathen; and the heathen rite was indubitably phallic.